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WeCAN Screening Tool

This screening tool has been developed to support professionals with their conversations with parents / carers in the identification of neglect and should be submitted alongside all eMARF referrals and Early Support Plans where neglect is the primary area of concern and must be attached to the completed eMARF.
This is a multi-agency screening tool therefore please consider completing this with the parent / carer and any other agencies / professionals involved.
It’s important to engage the parents / carers and where appropriate the child / young person. 
If you are unable to gain parent / carer consent and you believe that further help is required, please undertake a discussion with the Safeguarding Lead within your agency regarding the next steps.  
This screening tool provides some examples of indicators you may see if someone is being neglected and / or at risk of neglect, you may not see all of them or any of them, so those included are a guide.  
It is essential you highlight the risk indicators you are concerned about and provide details/evidence of the indicators selected in the summary sections provided. 
It is important that you share your professional judgement for each section and any intelligence. 
For further information and support, please contact MASH24 on (01902) 555392 or MASH@wolverhampton.gov.uk
1. Parental Responsibility - Please check when completing the tool that the person has parental responsibility for the child / children.

2. Consent - Please ensure you obtain consent from the parent / carer and explain that their information may be shared with other professionals to provide the appropriate support to meet their needs. 
	[bookmark: _Hlk184894807]Professional’s Details:

	Name:
Organisation:
Title:
Contact Details:

	Home Address

	Address:


	Children within the home

	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Name:
	Date of Birth:

	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Name:
	Date of Birth:

	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Name:
	Date of Birth:

	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Name:
	Date of Birth:

	Adults with Parental responsibility and / or in the home

	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Parental Responsibility:
Yes ☐
No  ☐
	Address (if different to child’s address): 



	Name:
	Date of Birth:
	Parental Responsibility:
Yes ☐
No  ☐
	Address (if different to child’s address): 



	Please provide details of any additional children or adults where relevant:

	

	Are you aware of any previous referrals? If yes, please provide details below:

	



	Pre birth

	☐ Chronic missed antenatal appointments where there is a known medical concern for mother impacting on the growth and development for baby
☐ Chronic missed antenatal appointments where there is a known medical concern for baby
☐ Mother conveys a lack of bonding and attachment with baby / pregnancy
☐ Lack of engagement with perinatal mental health services 
☐ Domestic abuse in the household / within the family which directly affects the pregnant person
☐ Controlling and coercive behaviours which directly affect the pregnant person
	☐ Suspected or confirmed substance misuse in pregnancy
☐ Sex working in pregnancy 
☐ Chronic missed appointments due to competing priorities in attending appointments such as ‘was not brought’ for a vulnerable pregnant person
☐ No engagement with support services which is detrimental to the unborn’s health
☐ Known safeguarding concerns/ vulnerabilities posed by a partner
☐ Other (please specify in the box below)
☐ Not Applicable 

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 




	Physical

	☐ The child takes food that doesn't belong to them
☐ The child struggles to concentrate
☐ The child’s hair, skin, nails, body are dirty
☐ The child smells unclean and/or has body odour
☐ The child’s clothes/shoes/underwear/nappies do not fit very well
☐ The child’s clothes are not appropriate for the weather
☐ Older children caring for younger children
☐ The child lives in a cold house or a house without any heating
	☐ The child’s house is dirty i.e. rotten food, insect / rodent infestation, animal waste, human waste, odours, sticky floors / carpets, dirty bed clothes, clutter etc.
☐ The child does not have an appropriate sleeping environment (i.e. broken bed)
☐ The child’s clothes are dirty
☐ Concerns regarding hoarding in the house and how this impacts the child
☐ Age-inappropriate sexualised behaviour
☐ No evidence of physical concerns
☐ Other (please specify in the box below)

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 
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	Emotional

	☐ The child is not shown love and affection i.e. no cuddles, kisses, comfort shown
☐ The child seeks love and affection from outside the family home, leaving them more vulnerable to exploitation
☐ The child has poor speech & language
☐ The child has poor motor skills
☐ The child’s behaviour has changed i.e. they've become withdrawn, angry, upset etc
☐ The child appears isolated/alone
☐ The child has low self esteem
☐ The child has anxiety
☐ The child has low mood / depression / emotional distress
☐ The child is self-harming
☐ The caregiver uses unkind / inappropriate wording to / about the child
	☐ The child has suicidal thoughts
☐ The child finds it hard to interact with others
☐ The child has poor relationships with their caregiver and siblings
☐ The child has poor relationships with their peers
☐ The child has poor relationships with other adults
☐ There is conflict between caregivers which is impacting on the child
☐ There is Domestic Abuse in the household which is impacting on the child
☐ The caregiver’s mental health impacts on the child
☐ The caregiver’s drug and/or alcohol misuse impacts on the child
☐  No evidence of emotional concerns
☐  Other (please specify in the box below)

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 





	Nutritional

	☐ The child is very overweight or obese and this is linked to a poor diet
☐ The child is extremely thin, which is possibly linked to not having access to enough food
☐ The child appears hungry, is frequently or always asking for food
☐ The child struggles to concentrate
☐ The child does not have access to regular nutritional meals
	☐ The quality / quantity of food provided from home is of concern
☐ The child feels tired / looks tired / looks pale
☐ The child is not growing or gaining weight as expected [not meeting milestones] and medical explanations have been explored
☐  No evidence of nutritional concerns
☐ Other (please specify in the box below)

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 





	Educational

	☐ There is no evidence of toys, games, books etc in the home to support with learning, development and play.
☐ The child sometimes, rarely or never attends school
☐ The child has low school attendance i.e. persistently absent from school = 50%
 - 90% [DfE]
☐ The child is severely absent from school = under 50% [DfE]
☐ The child does not have the right equipment for school
☐ The child does not receive praise and encouragement for their school achievements
	☐ The child is truanting from school
☐ The child is often late for school
☐ The caregiver does not attend school meetings
☐  The caregiver does not attend parents evening 
☐ The caregiver appears to show a lack of interest in the child’s education and supporting their learning including that any special educational needs are met
☐ No evidence of educational concerns
☐ Other (please specify in the box below)

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 






	Medical

	☐ The child is not taken to health appointments i.e. GP/Dentist/Health Visitor/School Nurse/Paediatrician/CAMHS
☐ The child does not have a toothbrush and/or toothpaste
☐ The child has decaying teeth/number of teeth removed/fillings
☐ The child is not up to date with their immunisations (where they have not formally declined)
☐ The child has severe nappy rash or frequent nappy rash due to lack of regularly changing the child’s nappy / incorrect size
	☐ The child has flea bites and/or bed bugs
☐ The child frequently has headlice
☐ The child regularly attends A&E
☐  The caregiver does not manage the child's medication appropriately
☐  The caregiver does not give the child the medication they need
☐  The caregiver does not seek, refuse or act on medical advice
☐  No evidence of medical concerns
☐ Other (please specify in the box below)

	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 





	Safety

	☐Hazardous items are accessible to the child in the home.
☐The child is exposed to unsafe individuals, environments or pets.
☐The child is not taught basic safety skills. (e.g., road safety, stranger danger)
☐The home lacks basic safety features. (e.g., stair gates, smoke alarms, carbon monoxide detector)
☐Unsafe sleeping arrangements for the child, i.e. co-sleeping.
	☐The child is left unsupervised for extended periods.
☐The caregiver does not respond to safety advice from professionals.
☐The child has unsupervised access to online activities.
☐No evidence of safety concerns
☐Other (please specify in the box below)


	Please provide a summary and any evidence: 





Useful links and tools
Wolverhampton eMARF
Wolverhampton Exploitation Screening Tool
Wolverhampton Multi-Agency Hoarding Framework
Wolverhampton Thresholds of Need and Support
WST Neglect webpage
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