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Wolverhampton Safeguarding Together 
Exploitation Screening Tool for Adults

	Guidance
This screening tool should be completed when you have reasonable cause to suspect that an adult (with or without care and support needs) is being exploited or is at risk of exploitation.
  
Wherever possible, the screening tool should be completed jointly with the adult.

For the purpose of this screening tool, exploitation includes; 
· Modern Slavery which encompasses human trafficking, slavery, domestic servitude and forced or compulsory labour
· Sexual Exploitation
· Criminal Exploitation including county lines and cuckooing     

For adults age 18-25, it may be more appropriate to complete the exploitation screening tool for children/young people. https://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk/safeguarding-children-and-young-people/i-work-with-children-young-people-families/exploitation    

This screening tool provides some examples of indicators which you may see if someone is being exploited. The adult may experience more than one form of exploitation. 

This is an initial screening tool and not a risk assessment.  

Apply professional curiosity – this will help you develop a better understanding of the situation and may assist in identifying signs of exploitation. Signs of exploitation can often be overlooked or attributed to other causes or be seen as ‘expected’ behaviour of a particular person or group.  

It’s important to engage the adult in a conversation about your concerns and where appropriate their family/carers.  Where appropriate, you should also consult with other agencies/professionals involved with the adult in order to gather as much information as possible. 

For further advice and guidance contact: 

Adults: Community Safety Team Email: safer@wolverhampton.gov.uk or
 AdultMASH@wolverhampton.gov.uk or AdultMASHSecure@secure.wolverhampton.gov.uk         01902 554380/554429 
Children/Young People: WolverhamptonExploitationHub@wolverhampton.gov.uk or Wolverhampton.ExploitationHub@secure.wolverhampton.gov.uk 01902 550523



	



	Consent
Whilst the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) must be adhered to, this does not prevent or limit the sharing of information for the purposes of safeguarding children and adults.  https://www.scie.org.uk/safeguarding/adults/practice/sharing-information 
Wherever possible, seek the adult’s consent in completing the screening tool and the sharing of information with the relevant agencies.  
If applicable, you should also consider your agency’s statutory duties as a First Responder.  
https://www.modernslavery.gov.uk/start 
Mental capacity: 
If the adult is assessed as lacking mental capacity to consent to the completion of the screening tool and the sharing of relevant information, the Mental Capacity Act will apply, and a decision should be made in the adult’s best interest. 
Support from family and friends if appropriate, and advocacy support should also be considered. If the adult has an active Lasting Power of Attorney for health and welfare, their Attorney must be consulted (unless they are the source of risk) – and you should liaise with the Office of Public Guardian.




	West Midlands Police - Partnership Information Report (PIR) Form

If you are not submitting a safeguarding referral (i.e. no victim) but you have relevant information to share i.e. about a perpetrator, location(s) or premises of concern,  you can inform the Police by completing a PIR form- please note that this form is applicable to children and adults. Click here for the form. Email to fib@west-midlands.pnn.police.uk




Screening Tool

	Adult’s details

	First name
	
	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date of birth
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Ethnicity
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Gender identity
(Male/Female/Non-Binary/Prefer not to say/Prefer to self-describe
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Gender Reassignment 
(Does the adult’s gender differ from their birth sex)
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Sexual Orientation 
(Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans, Straight/Heterosexual, Prefer not to say/Prefer to self-describe 

	Click or tap here to enter text.	Religion/Belief 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Pregnancy, Health conditions or Disability (physical/learning or mental ill health)
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Communication needs 
/Interpreter required?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Home Address 
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Postcode
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Current Address (if different from Home Address)
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Postcode
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Was the screening tool completed with the adult?
	Yes
	☐	No
	☐
	Did the adult consent to the screening tool being completed?  
	Yes
	☐	No
	☐
	If no- select the reason for the form still being completed
	Choose an item.
	Details of care and support needs and/or current support and services in place

Click or tap here to enter text.



	Details of any children that live at the same address (if applicable) 

Click or tap here to enter text.


	Details of Carer/Representative or other Professionals (if applicable)

	First name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Relationship
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Contact details
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	First name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Relationship
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Contact details
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	First name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Relationship
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Contact details
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Details of the person completing the screening tool

	First name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Role
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Organisation
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Telephone number
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Email address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date screening tool completed: 
	Click or tap here to enter text.	
	

	Current situation

	What are the current concerns?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	What is working well for the adult, including any safety/protective factors?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are there any potential people of concern e.g. other victims including children at risk?
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Are there any locations of concern?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Are there any immediate risks and what action have you taken/are you taking? 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Source(s) of risk/perpetrator(s)

	First name
	
	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date of Birth
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	
	Click or tap here to enter text.	
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	First name
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Surname
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Date of Birth
	Click or tap here to enter text.	Address
	Click or tap here to enter text.


	Screening questions 

	
Potential signs of exploitation (this list of examples is not exhaustive)
Link to Adult Safeguarding Policies and Procedures – West Midlands (See Chapter 3) 
https://www.safeguardingwarwickshire.co.uk/images/downloads/West-Midlands-Policy-and-Procedure/WM_Adult_Safeguarding_PP_v20_Nov_2019.pdf 

	Detail of concerns relating to these signs

	Finance – no money or unexplained amounts of money; expensive clothes or gifts/new products. For example:
· New products e.g. jewellery, mobile phone(s)
· Multiple or lost bank cards
· Needing to make a certain amount of money
· Owing money to others
· No access to funds (e.g. wages could be meals/accommodation) 
· Evidence of others exerting control over finances
· Hotel receipts/Hotel complimentary toiletries/products
· Excessive amounts of money in bank accounts/increased activity 
· Significant debts or credits

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Behaviour/environment.  For example:
· Periods of unexplained absence e.g. from college, university or work
· Going missing for periods of time and whereabouts unknown or attending places with no previous connection 
· Multiple accommodation changes
· No known home address/homeless/sofa surfing
· Missing with different people who are being controlling or coercive (adult may not be allowed any opportunity to be on their own)
· Secrecy regarding their situation/support networks/social acquaintances
· Engaging in criminal activity or behaviours that appears to be ‘out of character’ for the adult
· Association with gangs/known others
· Multiple occupancy 
· Association with risky adults/adults previously suspected or known to organisations for exploitation/criminal activity 
· Storage/movement of drugs/cash

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	A&E and other Health Facility attendances.  For example:
· Multiple attendance at Accident & Emergency/Walk-In Centres/ Sexual Health Services, GP 
· Nervousness/reluctance to share information 
· Vague or implausible explanation of incident
· Implausible signs/symptoms
· Attending with another person(s) who appear to be controlling and is reluctant to leave the adult alone
· Reluctance to access health appointments

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Physical/emotional presentation. For example:
· Malnourished/weight loss
· Eating disorders
· Self-harm/attempts to take one’s own life 
· Suspected drug/alcohol misuse
· Repeated and/or unexplained injuries 
· Repeated sexually transmitted infections
· Pregnancy/pregnancies
· Overly tired 
· Low mood, anxiety, poor mental health

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Internet and mobile usage. For example:
· More than one phone or multiple sim cards
· Excessive use of phone/internet/social media
· Secrecy around phones
· High levels of communication via the person’s phone
· Apps on phone not in keeping with adult’s usual lifestyle e.g. train app 
· 
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Evidence of cuckooing (where the person’s home is being used by others without informed consent, including for illegal purposes) For example:
· Concern expressed by the adult 
· Concern/reports/complaints from neighbours/family/significant others
· Reports/complaints from landlord 
· Evidence/storage of items e.g. drugs/paraphernalia/weapons possibly not belonging to the adult 
· Evidence of other people staying in the property/drug dealing 
· Reluctance by the adult to share any information 
· Adult appears frightened or coerced by other people staying/frequenting the property
	Click or tap here to enter text.




	Questions for the adult

	Has anyone made you feel scared or unhappy, or told you to keep secrets?
If yes, can you tell me more about this and describe what happened?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Has anyone given you money/a gift and asked you to complete actions in return for that gift?
If yes, can you tell me more about this and describe what happened?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Has anyone/does anyone move or transport you from one place to another? If yes, where from and to, and for what reason?  
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Has anyone forced/ coerced/deceived you into doing things or stopped you from doing the things you want to do?
If yes, can you tell me more about this and describe what happened?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Do you feel able to say no when people ask you to do things?
	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Would you like to speak to someone about concerns around money, housing, drugs / alcohol, or sex and relationships?

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Any other concerns or relevant information: 

	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Desired outcomes:  What would you like to see happen?


	Click or tap here to enter text.
	Based on the responses above, do you believe that the adult is at risk of or being exploited?

	Click or tap here to enter text. 

	If the screening tool indicates that the adult is at risk of or is being exploited, you should: 

· Complete a Safeguarding Referral Online Form at: https://emarf.wolverhampton.gov.uk/ and attach this screening tool (irrespective of whether the adult has care and support needs)
· Email the Screening Tool to  ASR@wolverhampton.gov.uk
Secure email: ASRSecure@secure.wolverhampton.gov.uk 

If the screening tool indicates no risk/the adult is not being exploited, you should: 
· Email the completed screening tool to WolverhamptonExploitationHub@wolverhampton.gov.uk  

If you are a First Responder and you suspect the adult is a victim of Modern Slavery, you should follow the NRM process. For further details see guidance below.   




	
	

	Useful websites and contacts:




	
Link to Directory of Support  

Wolverhampton Safeguarding Together: https://www.wolverhamptonsafeguarding.org.uk/ 

Modern Slavery - latest Home Office Statutory Guidance January 2021 

Modern Slavery Helpline – 08000 121 700 www.modernslaveryhelpline.org/ 

Safer Wolverhampton Partnership: http://www.saferwolverhampton.org.uk/

The Salvation Army: 
https://www.salvationarmy.org.uk/modern-slavery 

If a potential victim of modern slavery requires urgent support, it is the responsibility of the First Responder to refer to the Salvation Army 
Ph: 0800 808 3733 
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